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* I cannot admit however that Zindu literature, speaking
¢enerally, is more liable to the reproach of indecency than
that of Europe : nothing can be found in their serious works
half so licentious as' are many passages in the writings of
Qvid, Catullus, Propertius, and even the elegant Flaccus;
to descend to modern times Ariosto and Boccacio amongst
‘the Jtaligns ; Brantome, Crebillon, Voltaire, I.a Fontaine, and
the writers of many recent philosophical novels amongst the
French, furnish us with more than parallels for the most in-
delicate of the Hindu writers; with respect to ourselves, not
to go back to the days in which “obscenity was wit,” we
have little reason to reproach with want of delicacy, when we
find the exceptionable though elegant poetry of Little general-
ly circulated, and avowedly admired. we should also re-
collect the circumstances of the Jndian Society before we
-condemn their authors for the ungarbled expressions, which
‘”x{e conceive to trespass upon the boundaries of decorum.

AAY



STFW"S

So | ST ARCABA ¢ RIS
FIRICATCAD (5B |

AN 9T FFI AT @ /ey 3w fafxnifaeas,
gifared # (@ Srera? Wy «@3fea fofad wrars 2y 283 ;
ARCYA F0YF G, AMCHI 73 T9 (T 3% Fofd el Ffarecsa
eizae 3va @efen I ofiml (e @ fefas e
gy WIf TR G WO 1@ (AT GigiR FR[A FATAN
pifemi fie )

(A @IB| IS HIATET 7T AAT [T 2t =W 9
Amifas Efezion 3o (Rl A9 (7 AH/aR Izl TAAg 2R fam
QT | SHRIE BT ATte @A A TANR (2T 22-
g1 @ewes «f TR =P 2RI, Mirwes Baifen
qR T Wee TRAHA | FAIMW 53T IBAR WA A

AT WifSIq | eI FAAH 34X 70T AT 2Baifa
SYAR qWAAT WIS | WA 3R] qUFaR F AU @A

These authors write to men only; they never think of a
woman as a reader; now even in polished Euwropean Society,
amongst men alone, conversation takes commonly greater liber-
ties than any Hindu cbmposition, and it is fair to infer that
were our writings addressed only to the male proportioa of
society, they would partake of a similar character ; extreme
attention to delicacy would in that case be regarded as puerile
or fastidious : it is so now in works of science, and Gibbon
and Hume, seem to consider it so in historical writing: if
then we were not apprehensive of sullying those minds whose
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purity we are interested in preserving, the breach of the rules
of delicacy would take place to a greater extent than it has
done in works of imagination. I am not sure that were this
to happen the quantity of virtue in the world would be much
diminished ; what is natural, cannot be vicious; what every
one knows, surely every one may express; and that mind
which is only safe in ignorance, or which is only defended
by de.corum, possesses but a very feeble defence and impotent
security. T have said more upon this subject than was per-
haps necessary, but I am’ anxious that the Hindus should have
justice done to them, and not be held up to the world, as they
have been by a mistaken, and I am afraid, a spiteful zeal,

as monsters of impurity.”
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“The transitional stage between pure lyric and pure
drama is represented By the Gitagovinda, a lyrical drama,
which, though dating from the twelfth century, is the earliest
literary specimen of a primitive type of play that still survives

in Bengal, and must have preceded the regular dramas.
A History of Sanskrit Literature. p 344.
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* ‘The Sahitya Darpan was composed in Eastern Bengal,
about 1450 A.D. by Visyanath Kaviraj, Macdonell.

t Iam, therefore, of opinion that the Sahitya Darpan.
was written soon atter the Kavyaprakasha and its exact age-
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will be determined if it is remembered that it succeeded the
Naishadha Charita but did not succeed the Gita Govinda.
The first point is clear from its mentioning Naishadha by
name ( p 208 ) and the second from its not quoting from the
latter. The verse III—11 of the Gita Govinda does indeed
occur in the printed Sahitya Darpana (p 289), but it has appa-
rently been inserted by some copyist, as the large paragsaph
following it does not make any use of this verse, but of the
verse preceding it. If it really quoted from the Gita Govinda
the name would have been mentioned at leastonce in the

body of the work. :
Bhababhuti and his place in Sanskrit Literature.

¢ * The Naishadha Charita was written at Benares in t;le
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second half of the twelfth century. So says Rajashekara
in his Pravandha JKosh—a work of the 14th century
and his statement appears to me to be perfectly correct.

Borooah.

“It was composed by Sribarsha, who belongs to the

jatter half of the twelfth century. _
Macdonell p. 330.
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